Serum vitamins A and E and carotene in patients with gynecologic cancer.
Serum concentrations of vitamin A (retinol), vitamin E (alpha-tocopherol) and total carotene were measured in 88 women with gynecologic cancer (9 vulvar, 15 cervical, 36 endometrial and 28 ovarian carcinomas) and 31 healthy controls. No significant differences were found in the serum levels of the vitamins and carotene in patients with vulvar, cervical or endometrial cancer compared to the controls. The patients with ovarian cancer had a significantly (P less than 0.01) lower mean serum level of vitamin A than the controls, while carotene and vitamin E level were similar in both groups. The results indicate that vitamin A may have a role in the metabolism of patients with advanced ovarian cancer.